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Versión en Español: IV Congreso de la red Latinoamericana de Antropología Jurídica
IV CONGRESS OF THE LATINAMERICAN NETWORK OF LEGAL ANTHROPOLOGY- RELAJU-

“Globalization and Legal Pluralism: Social and Legal Struggles in the Construction of Intercultural States”
Quito-Ecuador, August 16 –20, 2004 

Congress Course

“Challenges for the Intercultural-states Construction: Human Rights, Legal Pluralism and Public Policies” 

Quito-Ecuador, August 16 –20, 2004 

Organized by:  RELAJU, FLACSO and REDAJ.
Sponsored by: Constitutional Tribunal of Ecuador, Ecuadorian Supreme Court of Justice, Ecuadorian National Congress Commission on Indigenous and other Ethnic Groups Affairs, CONAIE, CODENPE, and PROJUSTICIA Project.
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I. Antecedents 

      The Latin-American Network of Legal Anthropology (Red Latinoamericana de Antropología Jurídica, RELAJU), is linked to the customary Law and Legal Pluralism Commission, founded in 1978. Officially recognized in December 1979 by the International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (IUAES), it was then approved by the International Association of Legal Sciences (IALS) at UNESCO headquarters.

RELAJU is composed of anthropologists, lawyers and sociologists from all around the world, who are interested in a new approach that takes into account the real existence of legal pluralism. 

Among other goals, the network is interested in encouraging the knowledge of customary law and/or legal pluralism at large and specifically, in the theoretical and practical issues arising from the law-and-state interaction. It is also interested in developing a constructive contribution to those issues, and in the future of the indigenous peoples and social groups which are exposed to the current national and international law.

The following are some of the meetings organized by RELAJU: RELAJU’s foundational meeting in Quito, Ecuador, 1997. Discussion over “Legal Pluralism, Challenges for the Third Millennium”. The second meeting was held in March, 2000, in Arica, Chile, during the XII International Congress of the Customary Law and Legal Pluralism Commission. In 2002, Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, was the host of the third meeting, in which Ecuador was selected as the 2004 host. See papers of Guatemalan meeting at http://geocities.com/relaju. 
      After the meeting in Guatemala several professionals established the Ecuadorian Network of Legal Anthropology (Red Ecuatoriana de Antropología Jurídica), REDAJ. It has been active since January 2003. REDAJ has promoted debate and informative activities about issues relating to legal anthropology and legal pluralism. Currently, the network has 163 affiliates participating in the activities mentioned above.

      Having in mind the organization of the IV Congress of the RELAJU, REDAJ organized the 1st Congress of Ecuadorian Legal Anthropology and Legal Pluralism: Towards the Practice of Multiculturalism, from September 8-11, 2003. The Congress was attended by 130 people which were composed of professionals, academics, students and indigenous and afro-Ecuadorian leaders. In addition, 40 papers and 8 discussion panels, as well as 4 main (magistrales) conferences were presented at this Congress.  

II. Fundamentals

      The protective national-state policy towards the indigenous peoples, the afro descendants and the local populations –that followed the history of the American peoples since their establishment, was partially modified by the cultural and integrationist policies since the 40s- changed at the end of the 80s and during the whole decade of 1990 through Constitutional Reforms in several Latin American countries that defined their national states as multicultural and pluriethnic. 

      These reforms were strongly supported by the committed indigenous organizations and several allies resulting in the UN Declaration of the Indigenous Peoples Decade, the formation of work groups for indigenous people and the force of the ILO Convention No. 169 and other international regulations.   

      After these changes, Latin America faces the challenge of stating a coherent statement that contributes to the construction of a pluralist horizon overcoming any remainder of protectionist, culturalist, hegemonic or integrationist policy. 

      The indigenous and Afro-Latin-Americans peoples collective rights, prevailing in several Latin-American countries represent, without doubt, progress in the recognition of rights and participation in the national arena. However, it is imperative to evaluate whether this is a new integrationist mechanism, that looks to build demagogic bridges for indigenous participation, as in the consultation and participation proposed by the ILO Convention No. 169, and as in the constitutional recognition of unlimited rights, defined by Magdalena Gómez as the “pluralism of tolerance”; or a genuine pluralist model.  

      The IV Congress of the Latin-American Network of Legal Anthropology offers an opportunity to compile different contributions from the last two decades on pluralist statements and make an effort to create a collective vision of a pluralist horizon.
      The challenges are multiple and complex: how to build an intercultural state model, how to design a democratic linkage among the different peoples, how to vouch the indigenous self-determination and simultaneously allow full participation in local, regional and national arenas, which are the ideal mechanisms to vouch the respect to their own rights and the connection with the national and international regulations. Also,  how to base an intercultural definition of human rights that can overcome any remainder of ethnocentrism, how to strengthen the social and cultural processes of the Latin-American peoples, how to reorient state policy towards indigenous peoples, Afrolatinamericans and local communities to a pluricultural management of public policies, and how to take advantage of the academic arena for the construction and diffusion of pluralist theories.

III. Objetives 

      To continue the two-decade-old discussion held in our continent on the situation and re-definition of the relationship among citizenship, ethnicity, rights and pluralism, with a multidisciplinary scope involving Anthropology, Sociology and Law.

      To debate, from a Latin-Americanist and interdisciplinary point of view, the content of the current process of state reform and the need to orient it toward the construction of intercultural states.

      To share the multiple experiences of social and legal struggles regarding ethno-cultural claims which have supported resistance and built contra-hegemonic proposals about alternative states and democracies.  

IV. Congress Activities 

      The Congress includes various activities which enable the participants to engage and dynamic and fruitful interactions.

1. “Challenges for the Construction of Intercultural States: Human Rights, Legal Pluralism and Public Policies.” This course is directed towards to a larger public interested in deepening their knowledge of this topic. The course will take place during the mornings and will have two daily lectures by prominent specialists. These lectures will also be broadcasted by video-conference to several Ecuadorian provinces. 

2. Discussion panels and experiences’ sharing: These will take place in the afternoon and are the core of the Congress. Eight work-boards (two daily) will be held simultaneously under a daily main issue (See chart below). Each workshop will have a coordinator in charge of calling together the interested expositors, receiving and approving the papers, contributing to fund raising for the panel, and, coordinating with the Organizing Committee. 

3. Simultaneous meetings: Due to the opportunity given by the Congress the last day will be assigned to meetings for the different work-groups. The meetings include the annual meeting of RELAJU and the meeting on academic programs on indigenous and human rights.

4. Other simultaneous activities In order to give the foreign participants the opportunity to visit the city and some near-by places, there will be tourism and recreational activities that will be part of the general work agenda. There is also the possibility of networking with Ecuadorian indigenous and social organizations for those international participants interested.
Activities Outline 
	SPACE
	Main lectures –open course 
	Discussion panels and experience sharing 
	Simultaneous events 

	Goal 
	Given by experts on selected topics and offering the theoretical basic statements that will support the political debate in the panels.  


	Contribution of theoretical and practical criteria about the Congress topics, enabling the socialization of valuable experiences and debates between political and social actors.
	Facilitate inner-RELAJU meetings as well as meetings among different organizations to generate exchange of experiences and goals.  

	Content
	Theoretical or global statements of the topic by academics and social leaders. 
	Reflection of political, legal, academic, technical and organizational practices. 
	Strengthening of coordination efforts and thematically working networks 

	Methodology
	Two main lectures per day followed by a commentator and questions from the audience. 
	Two discussion panels per day. RELAJU’s members will participate in debates with social and academic actors related to the topic.
	Upon notice of meeting, planning and coordination meetings on different topics will be held. 

	Schedule
	9h00 - 13h00 with coffee-break 
	15h00  18h00 with coffee-break 
	Last day. Schedule TBA


V. Outcomes 

The Congress calls for the following outcomes:

· Memories of the Congress Publication, both digital and printed version. 

· Having available Congress papers through RELAJU’s, REDAJ’s, FLACSO’s and Alertanet’s web pages.

· Conducting press interviews and conferences with the members of RELAJU. 

· Video-conference broadcast of main lectures. 
VI. General Program

	
	Monday, August 16 
	Tuesday, August 17
	Wednesday, 
August 18 
	Thursday, August 19
	Friday, August 20

	9h00 – 13h00

Main Conferences-

Congress Course

First Conference

Expositor

Second Conference

Expositor
	OPENING SESSION
Topic 1

Challenges for the Construction of Intercultural States 

Recent Interamerican Court decisions related to indigenous peoples and the recognition of customary law 

James Anaya

USA 

Pluralism, self-determination and autonomies 
Willem Assies,

Netherlands
	 Topic 2

Pluricultural State and Legal Pluralism: coordination and plural participation formulas 

Basis for a democratic linkage between the indigenous law and the national and supranational regulations. 
 (To be confirmed)

USA

New ways of democratic participation: challenges for the State reform. 

Magdalena Gómez,

Mexico

 
	Topic 3

The Intercultural construction of Human Rights. 
Efforts for the intercultural understanding between dominant and subordinate cultures. Towards an intercultural definition of the Human Rights.

Bartolomé Clavero, 

Spain

Identity Reconstruction and national-states: the Afro-descendant in America

Paula Gutiérrez Meneses

Portugal

	Topic 4

From Institutional Integrationist Indigenism to Plural Management of Public Policies 

Guidelines for the pluralist management of public policies: the indigenous peoples and Afrolatinamericans as politic subjects.

Rachel Sieder, 

United Kingdom

Proposals for the construction of a pluralist horizon. Contribution for an exchange program.

Raquel Yrigoyen Fajardo - Perú
	RELAJU’S members Meeting

Meeting on academic programs in Pluralism and Indigenous Rights in Latin America



	PANELS 

15h00 – 18h00

Board 1
Board 2
	Topic 1

Pluralism Experiences in Latin America 

Autonomy Claims with a Cultural Basis in Latin America. Situation and Challenges Demandas autonómicas de base cultural en Latinoamérica.

State of the issue and challenges.

Moderator:

Xochitl Leiva, Mexico

xleyvasolano@yahoo.com
Participation and Management of indigenous peoples and communities. Indigenous and Transnational Peoples. 

Moderator:

Margarita Florez, margaritaflorez@cable.net.co, Colombia
	Topic 2

Democracy, Globalization and Legal Reforms 

Historical perspective, national states and legal order. 

Moderator:

Eduardo Kingman, Ecuador

ekingman@flacso.org.ec
Challenges to the politic reforms for the strengthening of democracies in the globalization context. 

Moderator:

Esther Sánchez, Colombia

esthersa@andinet.com

	Topic 3

Legal Developments on Indigenous Affairs and Legal Pluralism in Latin America. 
Reflections on the constitutionalization and legislative development process of indigenous rights and legal pluralism.

Moderator:

Rodrigo Lillo, Chile

rlillo@ufro.cl
Indigenous women, rights and power: between the paths of equality, difference and multiculturalism

Moderators:

María Teresa Sierramtsierra@hotmail.com and Rosalva Aída Hernández, aidaher63@hotmail.com
México
	Topic 4

From Integrationism to the Construction of Intercultural States: pluralism of tolerance, neo-oppression or intercultural public management

Environmental rights and collective knowledge: towards the construction of alternative development models. 

Moderator:

Mikel Berraondo,

Spain

berraon@hotmail.com
Intercultural State and Indigenous Movement. Panel of Indigenous leaders. 

Moderator:

Milka Castro, Chile

mcastro@uchile.cl
CLOSING SESSION
	


VII. Organization of the Congress

The Congress organization is supported by three commisions:

1. Academic Commission composed of a representative from RELAJU, a representative from REDAJ and a representative from FLACSO. The commission is in charge of the general management of the course and discussion panels, as well as the financial management of the event. 
2. Public Relations Commission composed of RELAJU’s, REDAJ’s and FLACSO’s members. The commission is in charge of the national and international diffusion of the event and its outcomes. 
3. Logistics Commission: composed by REDAJ and FLACSO. This commission is in charge of the event’s support activities, such as: participants’ registration, trips, reservations and lodging, material copying, simultaneous and special events programming. 

Congress Executive Secretary: Fernando García Serrano, FLACSO-Ecuador fgarcia@flacso.org.ec
VIII. Participants, Papers and Registration issues
The Congress is open to:

1. RELAJU’s members

2. Congress special guests 

3. Students

4. Latin American Indigenous Organizations Representatives 

5. General Public
Two basic participation categories are: 

a) Congress Participants, and 

b) Participant’s companions


The Congress participants have to pay the registration fee. The participants are divided in two categories: regular participants and students. The regular participant can be: a) panel coordinators, b) expositors (participants with papers) and c)participants with no papers. 


To be admitted as student, the participant must attach to the registration form a certification of student status for 2004 from the academic institution attended and a copy of the passport page with the birth date. Students will obtain a 50% discount on the registration fee, whether or not they participate with a paper.

Registration deadlines 

	
	Participants

With paper
	Participants

With no paper
	Companions

	July 31, 2004
	USD   25
	USD   50
	USD 20

	Agosto 15, 2004
	USD   50
	USD 100
	USD 40



In the event that the participant(s) cannot attend, the Organizing Commission will not refund the registration fees, but will send the Congress materials in a short time.   


Due to technical reasons, only those who have paid their registration fee by July 30, 2004, will be included in the Congress program.


Congress Participants Rights 


The participant category entitles the participant the right to: a) participate in all the academic and social activities of the Congress; b) bringing forward motions, right to have a say and vote in RELAJU’s general assembly; and c) receive the informative materials and other services concurred later. 

Companions Rights


The participants must declare any companions in their forms. The companions will have the right to participate in every Congress activity, nevertheless, they do not have a say vote, or the right to receive any Congress materials. 

Papers

a) The paper proposals must be directly submitted to the panel coordinator for their approval and inclusion in the symposium and Congress program. 

b) The paper must be presented in Spanish

c) The paper must be prepared according to the technical rules set by the symposium coordination and also include a 200-word-long abstract. 

d) The deadline for submitting a paper to the coordinators is July 15, 2004, in order for it to be included in the Official Program.

Certification for paper registration

Certification for papers can only be issued by each coordinating panel. 

Panels 
Paper approval


The deadline for the paper proposal admission is June 30, 2004. The panel coordinators are responsible for approving the papers (the Coordinators are required to send to the Organizing Commission a thorough report on the approved paper not later than July 20, 2004).

IX. Additional Information related to the Congress

- General coordination, additional services, economic support, etc. ask to: Fernando García Serrano (FLACSO-Ecuador), Congress Executive Secretary, at: fgarcia@flacso.org.ec
- More info: http://geocities.com/relaju 

X. Papers from previous Congress and other related material
Papers III Congress RELAJU- Quetzaltenango, Guatemala 2002

-Boaventura de Sousa Santos Can Law Be Emancipatory? (htm) English
-Bartolomé Clavero : Escenario Constitucional del Derecho Indígena en América (htm) Spanish
Symposium (in Spanish) at www.geocities.com/relaju
Information related to legal pluralism:

-www.Alertanet.org
- Related books
-Forum I Alertanet: Legal Pluralism and constitutional reform in Latin America
- Forum II: Indigenous Law and human rights
- International Exchange program on Multiculturalism, indigenous rights & legal pluralism
- Expert Seminar on Indigenous Peoples and the Administration of Justice (United Nations). 

- International Network on Interculturalism.
XI. Information related to Ecuador and how to plan a trip
- General and tourist information: http://www.vivecuador.com/
Trip Planning Information:
· Airlines 

· Budget Planner for Vacations to Ecuador 

· Bus Terminals in Ecuador 

· Car Rental in Ecuador 

· Communications in Ecuador 

· Embassies and Consulates 

· Visas & Passports for Ecuador 

· Ecuador Health Information 

· Calendar of Ecuador Holidays and Festivals 

· Safety Tips for Travelers 

· Tranportation to and Within Ecuador 

· What to Pack When you Come to Ecuador 

· Ecuador Tourist FAQ 
Note: All questions about this Congress send to: Fernando García Serrano (FLACSO Ecuador), fgarcia@flacso.org.ec. 
Web pages address (English): http://alertanet.org/relaju2004-english.doc
Versión en Español/ Spanish version: http://alertanet.org/relaju-2004.htm 
Versión en español para imprimir: http://alertanet.org/relaju-2004.doc
Editor: www.Alertanet.org  Info: editora@alertanet.org 
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